
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

OF BUCKLAND BREWER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7:30pm 

(MEETING HELD REMOTELY VIA ZOOM) 

Members Present:  Mrs Barbara Babb, Mr Andrew Hewitt, Mr George Heywood, Mr 
Richard Hooper, Mr Jim Lowe, Mr Trevor Mills, Mr Frits Takken, Mr 
David Watson and Mr Bob Wilson 

Also in attendance: 4 members of the public and Cllr. Phil Pennington (TDC) 

Parish Clerk:  Mr P Blosse 

KEY: Actions are shown in bold  blue type    Decisions are shown in bold red type 

 

272. Apologies for Absence Cllr Barry Parsons (DCC), PCSO Liz Rendle 
 
273. Declarations of Interest None  

274. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th October 2020:   The 
minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2020 were agreed and will be signed by the 
Chair in due course.  

 
275. Public Participation  Barbara Babb said that in recent meetings the rule that 

public participants should be restricted to 3 minutes each had not been enforced. It was 
agreed that this rule should be observed in future. Nick Gill said that on 14th October 
2020 he had seen lots of tractors going through the village and believed that they were 
generally travelling at more than 20mph. Jim Lowe said that the fact that there would be 
increased tractor traffic during that week had been advertised on the community 
website a week in advance and that although there are local 20mph signs, the legally 
enforceable speed is still 30mph. He said that there is a speed problem 365 days a year 
and that it was unhelpful to highlight one particular day. Andrew Hewitt said that it was 
possible that some of the contracted tractor drivers had exceeded the 20mph although 
it was unlikely that these vehicles could travel much faster than that. Nick Gill said that 
the problem had been most notable on that day but that he now recognised that it was 
a bigger problem. See item 280 for further discussion on this issue. Nick Gill also asked 
why the memorial service had been cancelled. David Watson said that the Methodist 
Minister who was due to take the service and he had agreed to cancel it, following 
government guidance. Members of the public had been encouraged to make their own 
observances and to place wreaths or crosses if they wished. He had laid a wreath on 
behalf of the Parish Council. The Clerk reminded the meeting that the Parish Council is 
not responsible for the organisation of memorial services. Jim Lowe pointed out that this 
information had been publicised on the community website. Cllr Phil Pennington 
commented that Buckland Brewer had always done “great things” to commemorate 
Armistice Day but supported the decision taken this year. 



 

276. County and District Councillors’ Reports 
a. Councillor Barry Parsons (Devon County Council):   Not present 

b. Councillor Phil Pennington (Torridge Council): Cllr Pennington offered the 
following information: 

i) FREE PARKING:  The council finally agreed to have some free parking in our town 
centres. This was to enable local shops to recover from the effects of the first 
lockdown. With the run up to Xmas there is a feeling that further innovative ways 
of supporting town centre businesses in this important trading time. 

ii) PLANNING WHITE PAPER:  Torridge has made a collective response which had to 
be completed by Oct 29th. There are many unanswered questions on how 
proposals will impact on the district.  A copy of the response is available on TDC's 
website. 

iii) STRATEGIC PLAN UP TO 2023:  Full Council agreed a final draft and will be 
available shortly. 

iv) KIVELLS AGRI-CENTRE;  TDC invested in a new market at Holsworthy and is leased 
by Kivells.  A dispute arose over the dirty water system.  After a Court judgement 
TDC were left with some considerable costs.  Under a question, asked at Full 
Council,  the total costs against TDC was £1,281,695.20  A sad outcome to what is 
still a flagship development. In response to a question from George Heywood, 
Cllr Pennington said that the previous Leader of the Council and the senior 
officers involved had left the council and although the report was very 
disappointing, “we are where we are” and there are no grounds for appeal. 

v) LEISURE FACILITIES: Due to the way central government support worked it has 
been difficult to come an agreement with 1610, the provider of services  at the 
Northam, Torrington, and Holsworthy sites. Due to difficulties at Torrington and 
Holsworthy it is not possible to open up in the near future.  It was planned that 
the Northam facility be opened as soon as possible. However, on the 
announcement of the second lockdown this has now been put on hold. 

Andrew Hewitt asked if there would be a review of the Local Plan. Cllr Pennington 
said that there would, but that Cllr Bob Hicks would be able to offer more advice. He 
offered to find out when it would be completed and to provide a link to the district 
council’s White Paper response.  

277. Clerk’s Report    

a. Correspondence  There had been 49 items of correspondence forwarded by email 
since last month’s meeting. He highlighted 5 items:  

i) DALC response to Planning for the Future White Paper Jim Lowe noted that the 
percentage of social housing is likely to go down and that the parish council’s role could 
be diminished. 

 
 



 

ii) Torridge Council: Hardship Fund Press Release It was felt that the parish council did 
not qualify for any grants under this scheme. 

 
iii) Devon Communities Together AGM 2020 David Watson will submit a response 

 
iv) Letter of thanks from Northern Devon Foodbank Noted 

 
v) Letter of thanks from Families in Grief  Noted 

 
b. TTVS Membership Fee It was agreed to continue to support TTVS and members approved 

payment of the reduced fee for this year in the sum of £20.00. 
 

278. Street Naming Application: To Consider and Approve a Request to Name the 
Development of 5 Dwellings to the West of Tower Hill as ‘Horizon West’:        Buckland 
Brewer Primary School had declined to take part in naming this development. Following 
discussion it was agreed unanimously to propose the name Capern Close in memory of 
the postman/poet who had delivered post in the village in the 19th century. Cllr 
Pennington pointed out that there is a Capern Road in Bideford. 

 
279. South Church Park 

a. Footpath redirection  Nothing to report 
 

b. Gateway and drainage works  Trevor Mills has not obtained a 3rd quote yet. It 
was agreed that standing orders should be waived as this was specialist work and 
it was difficult to find another suitable local contractor. The work cannot go ahead 
until there is better weather. It was agreed to make a decision about how the work 
will be carried out at the next meeting. 

 
280. Vehicle Activated Sign. Report of movements from July to October 2020 The Clerk 

had distributed a summary of vehicle activity since the VAS was installed in April 2019. It showed 
a small but noticeable shift in speeds with the percentage of vehicles travelling at 20mph or less 
increasing from 12.6% to 17.3%. Vehicles travelling between 20 and 25mph had increased from 
38.1% to 48.3% but this reflected a drop in numbers travelling at over 30mph from 49.3% to 
39%. A local resident had asked for a breakdown of traffic movements on 14th October 2020 as 
he was concerned about the speed of tractors through the village on that day. It was agreed to 
share the data with him although it could not be used to identify the speed of individual 
vehicles. Members were in agreement that it was unlikely that most tractors were travelling 
faster than 20mph and that tractor movements were an unavoidable feature of rural life. George 
Heywood said that he had spoken to the contracted drivers about keeping speeds down. PCSO 
Liz Rendle had seen the latest data and agreed that it warranted further investigation. She had 
offered to undertake a couple of speed surveys in the village. As these can only be done in 
daylight hours, the Clerk will ask her to do these next spring as his analysis showed that some of 
the highest speeds are registered between 5:00pm and 10:00pm.  

 
a. Support for the 20splenty campaign  A resident from Parkham had expressed an 

interest in Buckland Brewer’s 20mph speed limit and had asked if the Parish Council wished 
to show its support for a national campaign to reduce speed limits on all residential roads to 
20mph. DCC will be running a pilot scheme in Newton Abbot sometime in the future. It was 
agreed to await the outcome of the Newton Abbot scheme. 

 



 

281. Grant Funding to Tackle Food Poverty The Co-op has opened a grant fund of 

£1.5M to help tackle food poverty. Grants of between £2,000 and £10,000 are available and 

parish councils can apply provided that the funded activity is not deemed to be part of its 

statutory duty.  - Noted 

 

282. School Field Rental Agreement and Proposed Licence to Gain Access Copies of 
the lease and the access licence provided by the Village Hall Trustees have now been 
received. The Clerk had read them thoroughly and advised that there were no significant 
differences to the previously agreed draft. He will arrange for the lease to be signed 
and witnessed next week. 

 
283. Members Reports: 
Barbara Babb (i) said that when the Parish Council discussed a planning application for 
erecting a children’s climbing frame last month it ought to have complained to the Planning 
Department about applications being encouraged for minor works that ought to qualify for 
permitted development consent. Cllr Pennington said that he would take up the matter with 
the Planning Department. (ii) Barbara had been asked by the Community Shop to raise again 
the problem of the road condition and large pothole outside the shop. It was agreed that 
the shop would be asked to write a letter to the Clerk who would use it in support of a 
reminder to the Kieran Stanbury that he had offered to resolve the issue. 
 
Richard Hooper said that there is a constant flow of water across Barton Road. Andrew 
Hewitt offered to report the issue to DCC. 
 
George Heywood (i) had negotiated prices for salt spreading this winter: the first 3 trips at 
£300, 1 at £280 and then £100 per hour thereafter. He said that there is a stock of about 4 
tons of salt. The Clerk will provide him with contact details for ordering more when it is 
needed. It was noted that the salt bin at Craneham Hill had been removed. Richard Hooper 
offered to inspect the rest of the bins. Andrew Hewitt will supply him with a map of their 
locations. (ii) George also asked whether anything could be done about the stump of the 
tree that was blown down a couple of years ago. Andrew Hewitt will get a photograph and 
the Clerk will write to the Church Commissioner’s agents. (iii) George also reported that he 
had been asked by DCC to remove some ash trees. (iv) He asked whether the residents 
adjoining Back Lane had been asked to cut back the hedges. The Clerk had drafted a letter 
and sent it to Bob Wilson some weeks ago. He will resent it. 
 
Jim Lowe (i) reported that Steve Harding and Margaret Lloyd are leaving the village. They 
have done great jobs maintaining the flower displays in the village. It was agreed that 
letters of thanks would be sent to Steve Harding, Margaret Lloyd, and Viv Sutton. It was 
also agreed that, in future, maintenance of the pots on the village green and at the 
entrances to the village should be contracted out. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
advertise the work and that it would probably require about 3 hours work per month. (ii) 
Jim also said that he was disappointed that the Playing Field Association had not publicly 
acknowledged the support they had received from the Parish Council this year. Andrew 
Hewitt pointed out that the PFA had not met for some months and that it might be 
premature to expect a response. 
 



 

Trevor Mills had queried the dates on a recent road closure notice which specified that the 
road would be closed for 3 days from 30th November to 2nd December but also that it could 
be closed for up to 5 days. The Clerk did not feel that it needed to be taken up with DCC. 
 
David Watson (i) reported that he had attended an online Devon Home Choice training 
session which had explained how Devon’s social housing allocation system worked. 
Available properties are fed through from the 14-15 Housing Associations in the county and 
applicants bid on them . The process is quite complex with applicants amassing points 
depending on their circumstances. Different conditions can apply in different locations. 
More houses are coming on stream in Bideford (near Morrisons) next year, but there are 
not many available at present. Jim Lowe asked whether Torridge and North Devon were 
going to establish their own housing management group. Cllr Pennington said that they 
were looking into setting up their Housing Revenue Account for this purpose, but the 
process had been delayed by Covid. He said that there were many private landlords around 
and that he was concerned about reports of rent arrears going up. He will try to find out 
how many there are on the waiting list in this area. (ii) David also asked about the litter 
picking equipment that had been approved at the last meeting. The Clerk said that he had 
purchased pickers, bags, gloves etc. and that he planned to instal them next week but was 
awaiting an opportunity to clean out the telephone box. He will inspect it and decide 
whether it is something that he can do himself or if a contract cleaner is needed. (iii) David 
asked whether work was going to be carried out on extra passing places on Orleigh Hill. It 
was explained that the funding for this was tied in to planning applications for 
developments that have not started yet.  
 
284. Planning 

a. Application: 1/0874/2020/FUL, East Hele, Proposed general purpose agricultural building – 
supported unanimously 

 
b. Decision: 1/0657/2020/FUL, East Hele, Roof over a livestock gathering area as part of Mid-

Tier Countryside Stewardship – Granted Permission - noted 
 

c. To consider the development of a Neighbourhood Plan  The Clerk reminded members that 
Cllr Bob Hicks had recommended investigating the possibility of establishing a 
Neighbourhood Plan at the last meeting. This would be a complex and time consuming 
procedure requiring public consultation and a referendum. However, if adopted, it would 
have much more significance than the Settlement Plan. In the light of the proposals in the 
Planning White Paper, this would enable the Parish Council and the local community to 
continue to influence planning decisions. Jim Lowe said that Winkleigh Parish Council is 
currently working towards their own Neighbourhood Plan and suggested that their 
Chairman might be asked to attend a future meeting. The Clerk offered to provide members 
with more detailed background reading about Neighbourhood Planning and it was agreed 
to revisit the item at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

d. To consider appointing a representative to attend the Plans Committee when it considers 
the planning application for the Coach and Horses  Andrew Hewitt offered to 
attend the meeting. It was explained that the Parish Council and the 2 District Councillor 
have automatic rights to contribute, along with up to 4 members of the public comprising 2 
supporters and 2 objectors. The public must apply to attend by completing an online form as 
soon as the item is advertised on a future Plans Committee agenda. Names are selected on a 
first come, first serve basis. Everyone who has submitted a response to the Planning 
Department as part of the consultation process will be notified when the item is going to be 
discussed. 

 
e. Decision: 1/08452020/FUL, 12 Hillpark, Erection of a children's climbing frame in the 

rear garden of dwelling – Granted permission – noted (late item reported by email 
prior to the meeting) 

 
285. Accounts and Audit: 

a.       Receipts and Payments to date 2020/21 
i) Bank balances as at 30th October 2020 (£62,626.85):   

(1) Parish Council Current Account was £12,124.79 
(2) Thornhillhead Moor Account was £3,224.20 
(3) Savings Account was £47,277.86 

 
ii) Fund balances as at 30th October 2020 (£62,626.85):   

(1) General Account - £31,402.65 
(2) Thornhill Head Account - £31,224.20 

 
iii) Payments due (£637.17 + VAT)  

(1) P G Blosse, October salary - £611.66 + VAT (including £100.80 PAYE and 
£55.04 re purchase of litter picking equipment and PPE) 

(2) E.on, Electricity - £7.19 + VAT 
(3) Paint for village green benches - £18.32 + VAT  

 
iv) Receipts (£884.40)   

(1) Field Rents - £879.40 
(2) Allotment Rents - £5.00 

 
 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:15 pm 
 
 
Dates of Future Meetings:  
Parish Council, Wednesday 9th December 2020 (7:30pm, remotely via Zoom)) 
 
 
 
Signed as a true record: 

Chairman: ……………………………………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………… 


