
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

OF BUCKLAND BREWER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2020 AT 7:30pm 

(MEETING HELD REMOTELY VIA ZOOM) 

Members Present:  Mrs Barbara Babb, Mr Andrew Hewitt, Mr George Heywood, Mr 
Richard Hooper, Mr Jim Lowe, Mr Trevor Mills, Mr Frits Takken, and 
Mr David Watson 

Also in attendance: 2 members of the public, Cllr. Barry Parsons (DCC) and Cllr. Phil 
Pennington (TDC) 

Parish Clerk:  Mr P Blosse 

KEY: Actions are shown in bold  blue type    Decisions are shown in bold red type 

 

286. Apologies for Absence PCSO Liz Rendle, Bob Wilson 
 
287. Declarations of Interest None  

288. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2020:   The 
minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2020 were agreed and will be signed by 
the Chair in due course.  

 
289. Public Participation  None 
 
290. County and District Councillors’ Reports 

a. Councillor Barry Parsons (Devon County Council):   Cllr Parsons revealed that he 
would not be standing at the next County Elections in May 2021 in order to spend 
more time with his family. The members gave him their support but would be very 
sorry to see him go. Jim Lowe asked whether the County had a policy of not adopting 
new roads with less than a certain number of properties in them. Cllr Parsons said 
that DCC followed the procedures laid down in the Highways Act 1980, which did not 
set a limit on the number of houses. He explained that the County would probably 
be announcing an increase in Council Tax of the maximum permissible below the cap 
of 4.99% required without a referendum, including a 3% increase for social services. 
He also said that a public sector pay freeze has been announced except for the 
lowest paid workers on less than a fte of £24, 000 per year, who will receive a flat 
rate of £250.00. 

b. Councillor Phil Pennington (Torridge Council):  Cllr Pennington reported that the 
planning application for the Northam Burrows Centre had been approved and that 
work had recently started on the sea defences at Westward Ho! Covid business 
grants are available again. He thought the number of homeless people in the local 
area had gone down but would check this with Torridge Council. He said that an 
additional £170,000 had been allocated, driven by a central government policy to get 



 

homeless people off the streets. In response to a question from Jim Lowe, he said 
that North Devon District and Torridge Council had started talks about the possibility 
of starting a house-building programme and that some seed money had been 
allocated but that he though little progress had been made as yet. He thought Cllr 
Hicks would have more information. George Heywood asked about the Kivells case 
and asked whether the £1.5 million that it had cost the council would have to be 
diverted from other services. Cllr Pennington said that this was the case and pointed 
out that 1% of council tax raises only £35,000 so the impact was significant. 

291. Clerk’s Report    

a. Correspondence  There had been 60 items of correspondence forwarded by 
email. The Clerk highlighted one item, an invitation to a Joint Area Advisory Group 
Meeting held on 8th December 2020. See item 292. 

 

b. Potholes/road condition outside Community Shop  Following 
representation from the shop at the last meeting, the Clerk had contacted 
DCC Highways again but had been told that there were no funds available to 
resolve the problem before the new financial year. As it is caused by the 
difference in height between the road and the cobbled path, it could be 
expensive and might not get a high priority. 

 
c. Agree meeting dates for 2021, including Clerk’s Annual Review and re-

instatement of Fields and Allotments Sub-Committee The Clerk had 
distributed a draft of potential dates for meetings in 2020/21 which was 
approved unanimously. In addition, it was agreed that the Fields and 
Allotments Sub-Committee would be re-instated and that the Clerk would set 
meeting dates for the Spring, Summer and Autumn in due course. Its 
membership would comprise Andrew Hewitt, Jim Lowe, Richard Hooper and 
Chris Kaminski. On a related matter, Richard Hooper said that he would check 
that the chickens kept at the allotments were being kept inside in accordance 
with the recent legal requirement. It was also agreed that the Clerk’s annual 
appraisal would be held via Zoom on 7th January 2021. 

 
d. Delay in processing by the external auditor The Clerk had received an email 

from the external auditor on 30th November 2020 to say that they had not 
managed to complete the 2019/20 audit on time. A notice to that effect had 
been posted on the notice board. 

 
292. Joint Area Advisory Group Meeting, 8th December 2020  It was reported that the 

meeting had talked about the development of the Northam Burrows Centre, repairs to the 
stonework at Bideford Bridge and cycle ways. Cllr John Hart, the Leader of Devon County Council 
had given a resume of the County’s future spending plans. Cllr Pennington said that the number 
of carers in Devon had increased to about 130,000 putting more pressure on DCC budgets. The 
Clerk will distribute minutes in due course. 

 
293. Appointment of Parish Gardener The position had been advertised in Village Scene 

and on the website and, so far, one person had shown interest. The appointment will be 
deferred until the February meeting with a probable start date of 1st March 2021. 



 

 
294. Request to host regular hog roast takeaway service  A family run company from 

Winkleigh had asked permission to set up a regular hog roast takeaway service in the village. 
Members agreed that it was not in the power to grant or refuse permission but that they could 
not support the idea as it could potentially be competing with the Coach and Horses which is 
now offering its own takeaway service. 

 
295. Grant Request, Citizens Advice  Citizens Advice had provided a report showing that 

residents of Buckland Brewer had sought advice from them on 23 occasions in the past year, 
mostly concerning benefits and tax credits. It was agreed unanimously to award a grant of 
£100.00 

 
296. Gift of pictures to the parish  Lyn Layton had been sent two pictures of the village 

shop/post office by Valerie Perry whose brother Michael had run the shop in the past. They had 
probably been done by a local artist. As her brother and his wife had recently passed away, 
Valerie wished to donate the pictures to the parish. It was agreed that one of the pictures should 
be hung in the Community Shop and the other in the chapel. 

 

297. Street Naming: 5 dwellings off Tower Hill (Capern Close rejected by developer)    It 
was agreed that that the Clerk would try to get a clearer explanation of why the 
developer had turned down the Parish Council’s suggested name and Cllr Pennington 
said that he too would pursue the matter with Torridge Council. It was agreed that the 
Council should continue to promote the use of Edward Capern’s name in some form for 
the new road. 

 
298. South Church Park 

a. Footpath redirection  Nothing to report 
 

b. Gateway and drainage works  Trevor Mills aid that there would be 2 different 
contractors appointed to undertake different parts of the work and that this would 
help to keep the costs down and should result in the best job. 

 
299. School Field Rental Agreement and Proposed Licence to Gain Access The lease 

has been signed and forwarded to the Parish Council’s solicitor. However, the Village 
Hall Trustees have now queried one of the clauses, have been asked to provide a new 
map and wish to change one of the signatories. These matters have all been referred top 
the Trustees for their attention. 

 
300. Snow Warden’s Report: George Heywood reported that he had ordered 2 tons 

of salt and that gritters had been out already in the area. David Watson asked for a 
supply for the bin at Thornhillhead Chapel which George will provide. Richard Hooper 
had checked all the bins in the parish and found one that needed filling. 

 
301. Members Reports: 
Barbara Babb mentioned the water lying outside the shop that is dangerous in icy weather. 
 
George Heywood repeated his request that all local dogs should be wormed and insured 
and that permission should be requested if dog-owners want to take their dogs onto 
farmland. The Clerk will prepare a piece for the website. 



 

 
Richard Hooper reported that he has been officially voted on to the Playing Field Association 
committee and that his partner, Sharon Evans, has also agreed to take on the role of 
Treasurer. 
 
Jim Lowe i) said that PCSO Liz Rendle had visited the village at about 11:00am one morning 
recently to review the traffic and speeding situation. Since it was completely the wrong time 
of day for that sort of inspection her stay was a short one. The Clerk had previously advised 
her that she would need to visit in the early morning or late afternoon and that, since it gets 
dark so early at the moment, that it might be advisable to wait until the spring if she wants 
to carry out an effective speeding campaign. Ii) Jim reported that an extra bus was being laid 
on for 29th December. Unfortunately, the news had come too late for inclusion in Village 
Scene. Iii) Jim asked for the issue about installing electric charging points to be put onto a 
future agenda and that the Village Hall should be asked to take part in the discussion. Iv) He 
also mentioned that the Council ought to be thinking about a Neighbourhood Plan in order 
to be ready for any new Local Plan post 2031. V) He also said that some councillors were still 
not using the @bucklandbrewer.org.uk email addresses as requested by the Clerk. 
 
David Watson had attended a DALC meeting on 7th December. There are still 2 spaces 
available for representatives from the Torridge area but each parish council is limited to 
having only one representative. The meeting discussed speeding and a new sewerage bill 
that is shortly due to be published. Consultation on ethical standards for councillors had 
been extended to January 2021. Their had been discussion around the regulation of land 
management of new estates with a proposal that parish councils should be given the option 
to adopt open spaces before they are allocated to management committees. Approval was 
given to the DALC Planning Policy in line with the recent planning white paper. There is a 
general desire for projects to be ready to go at short notice.  
 
302. Planning 

a. Decision: 1/1134/2018/FULM, Land at Southwood Meadow, Construction of 28 no. 
dwellings with access, car parking, landscaping and associated works – Granted Permission. 
Jim Lowe noted that although the landowner has permission to develop, he does not yet 
have a developer. 

 
b. Decision: 1/0874/2020/FUL, East Hele, Proposed general purpose agricultural building – 

Granted permission 
 

Two applications had been received after the agenda had been issued. It was agreed that 
an extra meeting would be held on Thursday 17th December to consider them. 
 

 



 

303. Accounts:  
a. Receipts and Payments to date 2020/21 

i) Bank balances as at 30th November 2020 (£60,674.98):   
(1) Parish Council Current Account was £10,12.92 
(2) Thornhillhead Moor Account was £3,224.20 
(3) Savings Account was £47,277.86 

ii) Fund balances as at 30th November 2020 (£60,674.98):   
(1) General Account - £29,450.78 
(2) Thornhill Head Account - £31,224.20 

iii) Payments due (£981.85 + VAT)  
(1) P G Blosse, November salary - £559.60 (including £96.00 PAYE and £50.00 

annual subscription to Devon Communities Together) 
(2) E.on, Electricity - £6.65 + VAT 
(3) Paint for village green benches - £16.65 + VAT  
(4) Clystnet Ltd, Domain Name Renewal - £15.00+ VAT 
(5) TTVS, Annual Subscription - £20.00 
(6) J Lowe, Printing and website expenses - £24.99 + VAT 
(7) South West Water Business, Water Charges - £16.16 
(8) PKF Littlejohn LLP, External Audit Fee - £200.00+ VAT 
(9) M Fry, Grass Cutting - £122.80 

iv) Receipts (£340.00)   
(1) Field Rents - £340.00 

 
b. Preparing for the 2021/20 Annual Budget and Precept It was agreed that the 

Clerk would prepare a draft budget for 2020/21 that would include the following: 
i) Inflation at approximately 0.5% where appropriate 
ii) Playing Field grant for insurance - £800 (to replace the current budget of £300) 
iii) Playing Field grass cutting - £1,000 
iv) Parish Gardener - £600 
v) The annual donation from the turbine would be given directly to the Education 

Support Fund in future. 
vi) New bench for the village green (proposed by Jim Lowe) - £250 
vii) A grant for youth support (proposed by David Watson) 
viii) Multi-use fitness equipment dependent on monies from S106 for Lower Abbots. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:40 pm 

 
Dates of Future Meetings:  
Parish Council (Plans Meeting), Thursday 17th December 2020 (7:30pm, via Zoom) 
Personnel Sub-Committee, Thursday 7th January 2021 (7:30pm, via Zoom) 
Parish Council (Budget and Precept Setting), Wednesday 13th January 2021 (7:30pm, 
remotely via Zoom) 
Parish Council, Thursday 21st January 2021 (7:30pm, remotely via Zoom) 
 
 
Signed as a true record: 

Chairman: ……………………………………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………… 


